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Welcome to the first edition of ‘Heritage Today’  
a quarterly newsletter about The Heritage Trust, 
the work we undertake, and updates about our 
current project the Bretby Pottery Showroom. 
The newsletter also aims to include stories 
about local heritage, events  and history. If you 
have any ideas of heritage related news which 
you would like us to include in our newsletter, 
then please get in touch. If you are not yet on 
our mailing list, then please send your name and 
email address to admin@heritagetrust.org.uk to 
receive all of the latest news about The Heritage 
Trust 

Who are the Heritage Trust?
The Heritage Trust is a building preservation 
trust aimed at promoting knowledge about the 
conservation of historic buildings. Unused and 
run down historic buildings not only show an  

unsightly appearance, but they often affect the 
surroundings and setting of an area in which 
they are located, with this often resulting in 
further environmental degradation and unsocial 
behaviour. Often ignored, these buildings can 
fall further into disrepair with this ultimately 
leading to costly refurbishment projects or 
demolition. It is the aim of the Trust to acquire 
vacant and derelict historic buildings and 
develop sustainable new uses for them that 
enables their restoration in addition to generating 
funds to ensure their continued use and repair. 
Where possible we incorporate renewable 
energy and will assess the use of all energy 
saving measures for every project we undertake.

The Heritage Trust 
also provides training 
in heritage and 
conservation, and we 
are currently in the 
process of producing 
good practice and 
guidance notes for the 
repair and maintenance 
of historic buildings    
We are always willing 
to offer advice to the owners of historic 
buildings and to be contacted about heritage 
that you feel is at risk by e-mailing us at 
admin@heritagetrust.org.uk.
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Community Consultation
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
our recent survey regarding future uses for the 
Bretby Art Pottery Showroom and the needs of 
the area. The survey asked the community as 
well as local businesses about what was needed 
in the local area and as to whether there were 
any interested parties who wished to take the 
building on. Although detailed outcomes of the 
consultation are still being compiled, an initial 
analysis of the results shows quite clearly that the 
building is an important component of the local 
community and one that requires a sustainable 
new use to allow costs to be met and to keep 
the building functioning well into the future. 

A BIG Thank-You to those that have 
helped us throughout the year.
It has been just over a year since The Heritage 
Trust acquired Bretby Art Pottery and we would 
like to pass our sincere thanks to everyone who 
has donated funds, attended our events and 
has given their opinions through the various 
consultations that we have held. We would also 
like to add a special thank you Adella Simons, 
and Don Redfern who both worked at the pottery 
and have played a very active part at our past 
events.  The team at the Swadlincote Tourist 
Information Centre, including  Gail Archer,  
have been very kind in giving their assistance 
with the booking of and promotion of our 
events and their support is greatly appreciated .

During the heavy storms this winter the roof 
of the Bretby Art Pottery Showroom suffered 
further damage and we were very grateful to 
local builder Chris Dewey who helped with roof 
repairs whilst also helping to make the site more 
secure. Those who are working on the site next 
door for Goodwin Building Contractors Ltd  have 
also given assistance with repairs to the front 
door of the Showroom and shoring up the side 
of the building which is leaning considerably. 
We are at the very beginning of the process of 
restoring the Bretby Art Pottery Showroom with 
more fundraising events being needed to assist 
with the match-funding of further grants and 
to enable the day-to-day running of the Trust. 

We Need your Support
The Heritage Trust is a charitable organisation 
that is run by an enthusiastic group of volunteers 
who all share a passion for the rescue of our 
historic buildings at risk. To enable this work 
to be undertaken we rely on the kind donations 
of people like you and the grants that are 
provided by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
others. Running costs and the need to match-
fund grants accounts for a large proportion of 
our annual spend but building projects like 
the Bretby Art Pottery Showroom introduce 
additional demands. Insuring this building, 
making it secure and trying to keep the water 
out costs in the region of £2,000 per year.
Are you passionate about local 
heritage? Have a little free time and 
would like to make a difference within 
your local community? 
Then why not become a member of our Friends 
Group and help to support the Trust and get 
involved with fundraising events. Our August  
Antique Valuation & Craft Fair will include craft 
and cake stalls along with refreshments. Are 
you a local business or crafter and wish to join 
us? (no charge for a stall) Can you help on the day 
or bake a cake? If the answer is yes then please 
contact us: John Somers on 07741 091 719 or 
admin@heritagetrust.org.uk 
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Commemorating Anne
It was with sad news that in January this year 
we learnt of the passing of Anne Broadhurst.  
Anne started working at Bretby Pottery in 
1955 when she was only 15 years old and 
continued to work there until the 1990s being 
employed as a decorator.  Two trustees from 
The Heritage Trust visited Anne and another 
former employee, Pam Boddice last year to 
record some of their memories of working at 
the Bretby Art Pottery and we hope to release 
these recordings soon. Anne will be missed by 
many including those at the Trust that were 
fortunate to meet her.  

Local Celebrity helps to save 
Castle Gresley Chapel

We were delighted to hear that Charles Hanson 
of Hanson’s Auctioneers and Valuers (Bargain 
Hunt, Antiques Roadshow, Antiques Road Trip) 
is taking steps to restore the children’s centre 
and Victorian Chapel on Mount Pleasant Road 
in Castle Gresley. 
Hansons have lodged a recent planning 
application  with South Derbyshire District 
Council to use the buildings for an extension 
to their Etwall Saleroom site providing a 

facility for the storage and distribution of sale 
items and possibly for the filming of Bargain 
Hunt and other antique programmes. After 
being unused and falling into disrepair it is 
great to see something finally happening to 
the buildings and it is reassuring to know that 
they will not be demolished. Come and meet  
Charles Hanson at our antiques valuation day 
on the 19th August at Swadlincote Town Hall 
and have your antiques appraised and valued.  

Upcoming Events
24th June - Festival of Leisure at the Maurice 
Lea Memorial Park, Church Gresley - Come 
and meet members of the Trust
19th August - Antiques Valuation & Craft Fair 
Swadlincote Town Hall - Have your antiques 
valued by Charles Hanson & others from 
Hansons Auctioneers
9th & 10th September - Heritage Open Days 
- See inside the Bretby Art Pottery Showroom
For full details of all of the events please visit 
www.theheritagetrust.org.uk email: admin@
heritagetrust.org.uk or ring John Somers 07741 
091 719
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Swadlincote Heritage Trail
The Heritage Trust has been involved in early 
discussions regarding the potential of a heritage 
trail for Swadlincote which will enable more 
positive interaction between historic buildings 
in the local area and the community. A number 
of buildings in the local area will be included 
in the trail and will be identified with a 
mixture of plaques and interpretation signage. 
A new phone app will also provide digital 
information about the history of Swadlincote 
and its people. If you would like to know 
more about the trail The Magic Attic will be 
leading a series of walks, with the first of these 
leaving from Sharpe’s Courtyard on Thursday  
the 3rd  of August at 2pm. No booking 
required, however there is a small fee of £2. 
For further information contact Swadlincote 
Tourist Information via their Facebook page 
or email rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk

New  Wall for the Showroom
You may have noticed a large amount of 
development has been occurring behind the 
Bretby Art Pottery Showroom that will result in 
the construction of 27 new dwellings. As part 
of this process, permission has been granted 
by South Derbyshire District Council for the 
reduction in height of the existing wall that runs 
along Swadlincote Road and new boundary 
treatments around the showroom building. 
Prior to the design of the new wall being 
finalised the developer consulted with The 
Heritage Trust and the new wall will now be 
built with brick piers, metal railings and a mix 
of brick and concrete copings.

Gift Aid

Gift Aid
If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim an 
additional 25p for every £1 donated via 
the Gift Aid scheme. If you wish to donate 
and you are eligible please request a Gift 
Aid form by sending a message to admin@
heritagetrust.org.uk ringing John Somers on 
07741 091 719 or downloading the form at 
www.theheritagetrust.org.uk/how-to-help

We accept small donations of up to 
£10 by text simply text BAPS16 followed 
by the amount to 70070

Want to receive a digital copy of 
this newsletter? Then send a message to 
admin@heritagetrust.org.uk with newsletter in 
the subject line and remember to include your 
contact details.

Please follow our social media accounts to 
keep up to date with all of the latest news:

@heritagetrusts 
@bretbypottery

@heritagetrusts 
@bretbyartpottery

www.theheritagetrust.org.uk
admin@heritagetrust.org.uk

The Heritage Trust ® is a Company Limited by 
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