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As we start a new year it is useful to consider 
what a busy year 2017 was for The Heritage 
Trust. We had two successful events, the 
Antiques Valuation Day and the Heritage Open 
Days, carried out essential repairs to the Bretby 
Art Pottery Showroom roof and completed 
a building survey. We also gained some great 
publicity bringing the plight of the building, 
and our efforts to give it a future, to a wider 
audience.
Towards the end of the year we lost two of 
our trustees; John Somers, who joined the 
Trust soon after it was established and Louise 
Priestman, who became a trustee more recently.  
Both enjoyed their time at the Trust and 
shared our passion for the Bretby Art Pottery 
Showroom but work commitments meant they 
no longer had time to spare for trustee duties. 
We appreciate their contribution and wish them 
the very best for the  future.
Looking forward to 2018 we are working hard 
to prepare everything for our Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant application later in the year. Some 
events are being planned, further consultation is 
to be undertaken and potential funders are being 
contacted.
A new trustee, Kate Stephenson, recently joined 
us bringing with her plenty of enthusiasm and a 
youthful dynamic.

Heritage Open Days
This year we opened up the Bretby Art Pottery 
Showroom again for the Heritage Open Day 
weekend. Our little building was bursting at the 
seams with the maximum number of attendees 
that we can accommodate safely being reached 
on both days.

It was recognised by many that event was made 
even more special with talks being given by the  
former owner, Adela Simons, former employee, 
Don Redfern and local Bretby Ware collector 
Chris Bailey.

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone 
who helped on the day, attended the event, 
completed surveys and gave kind donations.

Welcome to the second edition of 
The Heritage Trust’s newsletter
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Antiques Valuation Day
We had a range of crafts present on the day, and 
what was a really nice twist was the presence of 
a modern ceramics artist, given the connection 
with Bretby. Talking of which, listening to 
the stories from Don (a former worker) was 
fascinating! It really helped to bring the 
Showroom to life. Our visitors particularly 
enjoyed hearing the story about the Bretby Jug 
modelled on  King Edward VIII  that Adolf 
Hitler so admired. It is thought that Chamberlain 
later gave him his own copy. 

The public brought along a variety of artefacts 
for valuing, including one or two treasures 
“brought by the mother-in-law as a joke years 
ago, hoping it will be worth something!”. Sonia, 
the Valuer, told us that she saw some interesting 
items that would feature in later Hanson sales, 
so this was good news too for them.

The cakes – and the banter – from the ladies 
from the café went down well, and the raffle 
raised funds for both causes. All in all, I think 
that those who attended were keen to see the 
building brought back into use,  it certainly 
seems to have a place in the heart of the 
community.

Many gave their support to the event including 
BBC Radio Derby, local crafters and we even 
had a slot on BBC TV East Midlands news. 
Sharpes Pottery was very kind in allowing 
the film crew in to get shots of their Bretby 
collection and the mural that once hung in the 
Bretby Art Pottery Showroom.

During the event Swadlincote’s Bus Stop Cafe 
held a raffle and it was very good of them  to 
donate half of the proceeds to our cause. 
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Volunteers and Friends
One of the most important things for any 
nonprofit or charity organisation is volunteers, 
or friends. The Heritage Trust is no exception 
and we have been considering how we attract 
volunteers, whether we would benefit from a 
friends group and most important for us is that 
we need to have substantive tasks and roles for 
our volunteers. 

Volunteering is a two-way street in that it has 
to help both the organisation and the volunteer. 
Younger volunteers especially, are attracted not 
only by the opportunity to get involved but also 
to have some useful entries on their cv.

We have had some initial enquiries and these 
very kind early potential volunteers will help 
us formulate some ideas. We’ll be in touch 
with them shortly, and if you would like to get 
involved then do make contact with us. You’re 
not committing yourself to anything, it’s just an 
expression of interest.

Introducing our Trustees – 
Michael Faulkner 
The Heritage Trust  was formed by our trustee 
Michael Faulkner in May 2013 after recognising 
the need for a new organisation in the East 
Midlands to tackle the rising number of historic 
buildings at risk.

After undertaking an apprenticeship in 
bricklaying in the early 1980s, Michael 
continued to further his education by studying 
for an Ordinary and Higher National Certificate 
in construction. By the mid 1980s he had 
established his own construction company 
undertaking new builds and restoration projects. 
The company soon expanded and in the early 
1990s with Michael now the Managing Director 
the company employed 12 craftsmen and 
several sub-contractors. Work undertaken was 
diverse ranging from the repair and restoration 
of historic buildings to the construction of one-

off dwellings. Diversification lead to other 
companies being established that specialised in 
amongst others property development, furniture 
manufacture, interior design and property 
management.   

However, Michael’s passion remained with 
historic buildings and though successful in 
business he decided to gain further qualifications 
undertaking a Master’s Degree in Historic 
Environment Conservation at Birmingham 
University. Getting the academic bug, he 
continued to study at Derby University with 
a diploma in Architecture, Computer Aided 
Design and Building Information Modelling 
and is currently undertaking a Masters in 
Sustainable Architecture.

Michael brings various skills to the Trust with 
his many years of experience in business and 
those gained whilst undertaking a great number 
of building and development projects. Now a 
director of a company that provides services 
to the Heritage Sector, projects have included 
the provision of the conservation officer role 
to Local Authorities, project management of 
Heritage Lottery funded projects, specialist 
heritage advice to several architectural firms 
and the owners of historic assets.

Along with his trusteeship of The Heritage 
Trust, Michael has helped to establish new 
organisations to rescue historic buildings, he is 
a trustee of another local building preservation 
trust and a committee member of the East 
Midlands branch of the Heritage Trust Network.

With Michaels 
volunteering being 
various he doesn’t 
have much time 
to be involved in 
other activities but 
includes the rescue 
of historic buildings 
in his hobbies.
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Gift Aid
If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim an 
additional 25p for every £1 donated via the 
Gift Aid scheme. If you wish to donate and you 
are eligible please request a Gift Aid form by 
sending a message to admin@heritagetrust.
org.uk or downloading the form at www.
theheritagetrust.org.uk/how-to-help
We accept small donations of up to £10 by 
text simply text BAPS16 followed by the 
amount to 70070

Want to receive a digital copy of this 
newsletter? Then send a message to admin@
heritagetrust.org.uk with newsletter in the 
subject line and remember to include your 
contact details.

Please follow our social media accounts to keep 
up to date with all of the latest news:

www.theheritagetrust.org.uk
admin@heritagetrust.org.uk

The Heritage Trust ® is a Company Limited by Guarantee 
registration number 8517112 registered address 80 DE3 
9GJ & Charitable Company registered with the HMRC no: 
EW38196

@heritagetrusts 

Thank-you for Your Support
We would like to thank everyone for their 
continuing support during the past year. The 
money and donations-in-kind that we have 
received in 2017 helped to:

• Recruit new trustees
• Carry out a building survey
• Insured the building
• Carry out emergency roof repairs 
• Provide events
• Produce a fundraising strategy
• Strengthen the options appraisal
However, we still have much to do and in 
2018  our fundraising will continue with the 
aim of raising a large proportion of the money 
that is needed to take the Bretby Art Pottery 
Showroom project to the next stage.


